Concerned about proposed power transmission line

I appreciated your coverage of the June 1 meeting in Burley regarding the Idaho Power Gateway West transmission line project. The most striking thing was that this was the first public meeting on this project to be held in Cassia County, even though thousands of acres of private land could be affected and Idaho Power has been working on the project for nearly a year and a half.

If not for Monday's public meeting arranged by the Cassia County commissioners, many residents of Cassia County would still not be aware of what the electric company is planning. My home is at 950 South of Burley. This places my home, family and pets directly under the proposed route. As expected, I have great concerns. It disturbs me to attend recent public meetings and hear that on public lands, the right of way for sage grouse nests and other protected species is greater than 3,000 feet. But for my apparently unprotected family, the requirement is only 150 feet. One can only wonder how television, satellite and other electronics will be affected, let alone the health of my precious family living in close proximity to such a powerful electric current.

I understand that Idaho Power is a private company that provides a needed public service, but its projects have a public impact. As a concerned and directly impacted citizen, I recommend that the route be moved to public land to as much extent as possible.

STAN BAKER

Burley

