	County residents share thoughts on Gateway West project

By Nate Poppino
Times-News writer

Idaho Power Co. launched another series of town hall meetings on a massive, proposed transmission project Thursday evening, this time trading Cassia County - the site of recent criticism - for the Twin Falls City Council Chambers.

County officials, state legislators, private landowners and other Twin Falls County residents came together to offer their thoughts on the Gateway West project, an attempt by Idaho Power and Rocky Mountain Power to link much of southern Idaho and Wyoming with 1,150 miles of new high-power transmission lines.

The proposed route provokes a certain amount of controversy. In Twin Falls County, it runs right over Balanced Rock Park and narrowly avoids Artesian City, the latter recently the site of controversy over a historic graveyard. Outside the Magic Valley, the two-mile-wide study path nicks the edges of Craters of the Moon National Monument and Bruneau Dunes State Park.

Perhaps most important to many residents of the counties the project covers, Gateway West would run through miles of private land. Landowners across southern Idaho have worked since public meetings began months ago to propose alternate routes. Thursday was no different, as a group of western Twin Falls County residents - including County Commissioner Terry Kramer - pored over maps of proposed run along Salmon Falls Creek Canyon and into Owyhee County.

As at previous meetings, topics included alternative routes, questions about the process the project is following and what possible effects electromagnetic radiation could have on farm equipment and other property. Idaho Power representatives argued that research hasn't conclusively shown any detrimental effects on human life, though in rare circumstances people can shock themselves on pivots and other equipment.

Some people questioned what the transmission lines and a proposed substation near Cassia County will do to the scenic value of the South Hills and Rock Creek Canyon.

"The reason most people are out there is because it's beautiful and scenic," one resident said.

Tom Newnham, who attended a previous meeting of landowners near Hollister, noted that Idaho Power had added in a requested alternate route but wondered when that alternate might actually be adopted. Idaho Power will make those changes in response to comments, he was told, and the county will play a role in final approval of the route on private land.

"Do I need to put sage grouse on my property to keep you from going by it?" Newnham asked.

Idaho Power representatives pointed out that the project will have to have some impact on someone's land in order to exist, and encouraged speakers to include possible solutions in their comments. This month's meetings will continue in Glenns Ferry, Jerome and Gooding.

Take part

Future meetings about Gateway West in the Magic Valley include:

7 to 9 p.m., July 21, Jerome County Office Annex, 233 W. Main St.

7 to 9 p.m., July 22, Gooding County Planning & Zoning, 147 Seventh Ave. W.




