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Gateway Transmission Task Force Chairman Brent Stoker addresses alternative routes Monday at Burley City Hall for a new Idaho Power transmission line that may cross Cassia County on private property.


Gateway West opponents question Idaho Power

Residents want utility to consider alternate routes

By Laurie Welch
Times-News writer

BURLEY - Several Cassia County residents expressed frustration Monday over what they deemed an unresponsive attitude by Idaho Power Co. officials in regards to alternatives to a proposed route for a new power transmission line that may cross private property in the county.

Idaho Power's joint project with Rocky Mountain Power proposes 1,150 miles of 230- and 500-kilovolt transmission lines that run from Wyoming through southern Idaho. Under Idaho Power's proposal 70 miles of the line would run through Cassia County and 60 miles would be located on private property, which would impact 160 property owners in the county. The work on the line would begin in 2011 and portions of the project are slated for completion by 2014.

"Is it Idaho Power's way or no way?" asked Declo resident Von Gibby after Idaho Power officials told a group of about 40 people that an alternative route proposed for the new line by an opposition group called the Cassia County Gateway West Transmis-sion Task Force was not feasible from the company's prospective. "Is that the issue here? Are we at logger-heads?"

The task force had suggested an alternative route that extended north above Craters of the Moon National Monument along with a couple of other routes south of the company's proposed plan.

"It seems like you are dragging your feet and using the PUC (Public Utilities Commission) as a reason it won't work," said state Rep. Scott Bedke, R-Oakley, about the task force's proposed northern site.

Idaho Power Gateway Project Manager Todd Adams said the suggested northern route made Idaho Power officials as well as Rocky Mountain Power officials uncomfortable, because it did not accomplish company objectives and would cost too much money.

Adams said if a proposed route costs the company up to $80 million more it is not a good value and just pushing the impact around from county to county is not solving the problems.

Adams said the company is willing to look at other alternative routes like the ones proposed south of the county but they will have to weigh the risks verses the costs of each route.

"I'm not saying it is Idaho Power's way or no way," Adams said. "We want to come up with a viable alternative."

U.S. Forest Service Minidoka Ranger Scott Nannenga said the southern routes could pose another problem if the line were to cross what is considered roadless areas of the forest and he said changing a forest designation could be "a horrible can of worms."

Cassia County Commissioner Clay Handy said the county's position is based on its land-use plan that public use should be placed on public land.

Handy said the county endorses further examination into the proposed southern routes in the county with as little impact on private land as possible.

Laurie Welch may be reached at lwelch@magicvalley.com or 208-677-8767.

