Idaho Power is like the robber barons of old

Hello, I am from Idaho Power, and I am here to subjugate you. Does this sound familiar to you? Well it does to certain Cassia County residents.

I am one of the many landowners in Cassia County who received a letter from Idaho Power that detailed its plans to put a transmission line through my area. I have been told that if a resident tries to fight this, they will have their property seized under eminent domain. This is for the public good, of course.

There has been an alternate plan proposed to take the line farther north, which will impact far fewer landowners and for the majority of the line remain on public land. Idaho Power's response is that its first transmission line runs through that area and that it would not want a catastrophic event to take out both lines.

Huh? How many catastrophic events happen in southern Idaho? OK, we have lots of wind, some range fires and the occasional light earthquake. As far as catastrophic events go, that's why I moved back to Idaho - because hardly anything ever happens here. I feel safer here than anywhere else I have ever lived. And that is two countries and seven states.

Also, what is the deal with the barrier limits of the line? As a human being, I can live 150 feet from a high transmission line. But if I were a sage grouse, oh no, no, no - the line must be more than 3,000 feet away. I really do know now where I rest on the food chain, don't I?

This line will provide additional power to states other than Idaho and, by the way, make the power bills go up for everyone who is under Idaho Power. Does this remind anyone of the robber barons of old?
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