Other routes for power line must be explored

As a home and landowner along the proposed Idaho Power Gateway West Transmission Line project, a few questions have come to mind. While I understand and respect the needs of Idaho Power and Rocky Mountain Power to expand and construct new lines, I am concerned with the impact this project will have on us.

The most obvious question is "Why here?" Why has the proposed route been chosen? As I have studied the map provided to me by Idaho Power, it seems that there are several other options or alternate routes that could be used to serve the needs of the company's growth. It seems to me that the proposed route has been chosen simply because it is the path of least resistance, so to speak.

Other options are available and must be explored. The state of Idaho has lots of ground set aside as "public land." What does this mean and why can't this "public land" be used to serve the public and its growing needs? Wildlife and conservation concerns are valid but should not be the only reason to construct the new lines and relay stations along this new line. Simply changing the height of a tower or painting it a different color will not really make it less visible or less of a hassle to farm around.

This land is productive and beautiful, and we want to keep it that way.

MIKE SEARLE

Declo

