Power line land grab takes away birthright

Idaho Power and Rocky Mountain Power are proposing a 500-kilovolt electric power line across private property in Cassia and Power counties. Concern should be given as to the impact upon passing through and over individual private property owners in these counties. This power line would entail a strip of land 300 feet wide running approximately 65 miles across many fields, farms, yards, homes, roads and businesses.

It will affect 163 private property owners in Cassia County alone. How would you like to have such a power line run across your land or near your house? Towers will have 40-by-40-foot footprints, will be 160 to 190 feet high and will be placed 700 to 1,235 feet apart. They'll carry 500kv on a double-circuit line to transport electricity. Consider the impact on the individual private property owner.

The owners could no longer use their property as they once did. The right to build near this right of way would be prohibited. This easement will be imposed perpetually on this property.

How would you like this type of easement on your land? It would affect you, your children, your grandchildren, your great-grandchildren and so on forever.

Suppose you sell or trade your property? This restriction will be bound upon any and all successors. The granter (that's you) of this right of way to the grantee (that's Idaho and Rocky Mountain Power) leaves the granter liable for any damage or disruption to the power line. The line should be built north on Bureau of Land Management land where power lines already exist.

Wars have been fought and lives have been lost to gain private individual ownership of land and property. People throughout the ages have longed to have their own piece of dirt. Shall we not be so complacent as to give away our birthright?
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