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Twin Falls County commissioners have drafted their own document to cooperate with Magic Valley counties for a proposed transmission corridor after they rejected the original proposal by the other counties.

Last week, the commission balked at a memorandum of understanding to establish a utility transmission corridor to house the proposed Gateway West over concerns about language. The Twin Falls version will build on the county promising to use its facilities, financial resources and manpower in a way commissioners said won't tie them down.

"We're going to pledge all that and add 'to the extent deemed appropriate byand for each individual county,'" Commission Chairman George Urie said Thursday. "In other words, if we're going to commit those things, we want to commit them to our county."

The Twin Falls MOU is scheduled to be voted on this afternoon.

The transmission lines in questions are within the 1,150-mile Gateway West project proposed by Idaho Power Co. and Rocky Mountain Power to build 230- and 500-kilovolt power lines from a substation in Wyoming to another near Melba.

Urie said the original language made the county commit its resources without any kind of cap or limitations.

"We're going to coordinate and we're going to cooperate, but it just seemed a little too committing - too much to the whole group," he said.

Urie conceded the changes aren't huge but did note he couldn't recall such a cooperative approach being attempted in recent years.

The idea behind the agreements is to have a centralized corridor the counties agree on. The agreement states the counties have the duty and authority to establish the utility transmission corridor pursuant to the Idaho Land Use Planning Act. If the counties sign on they will agree to use their best efforts, facilities, financial resources and manpower to formulate a coordinated route for the Gateway West project.

"The main thing is if there's more lines proposed, we want a transmission line corridor so that anything built down the road is already established so they don't have to come in and run all over the place and go through all of this again," Urie said. "This cooperation between counties I think it a great thing and we need it."


