	The 42nd Parallel option: It will cost ratepayers more

Having heard from taxpayers alarmed by the prospect of a high-voltage transmission lines on their property, five southern-tier Idaho counties want the Gateway West project to look south.

Twin Falls, Cassia, Power, Oneida and Bannock county commissioners say Idaho Power and Rocky Mountain Power should divert their 1,150-mile power line along Idaho's border with Utah and Nevada.

Idaho farmers concede the alternative they favor could add 25 to 50 miles of transmission lines, with costs for each mile adding $1 million to $2 million.

Doug Dockter, the Gateway West project leader for Idaho Power, says redirecting the line south will add to costs ultimately borne by ratepayers; increase landscape or wildlife impacts that may draw the lawsuits from environmental groups already following this project closely; and merely shift lines and towers to private land elsewhere, possibly creating new conflicts.

"We don't feel that's the best solution that's out there," Dockter told The Associated Press. "We're trying to develop a project with the least amount of impact possible, whether it's to sage grouse or a private property owner."

Dockter has a point: Wherever Gateway West ultimately runs, it's going to make somebody unhappy - especially when it comes time to open monthly utility bills.

It's beyond dispute that the transmission line is needed. The link from Glenrock, Wyo., to Melba is absolutely crucial to meeting Idaho's future electricity needs.

But it's also true that the Gateway West project would make tech-dependent modern irrigation practices dicey in its powerful electromagnetic field.

So wherever Gateway West is headed, it will face new challenges. But it will be built - probably later rather than sooner - come higher costs, more lawsuits.

Or both.




