There should be alternatives considered for power lines

I attended the public county commissioner's meeting at City Hall on Monday, June 15 with representatives from Idaho Power, Bureau of Land Management and commissioners from neighboring counties. The mindset of Idaho Power was to receive input and collectively solve problems rather than focusing on opposition.

I was very impressed with our Cassia County commissioners. Our commissioners are well informed of the issues pertaining to the high-voltage transmission lines that could pass through Cassia County and stand to protect the citizens of our county. Our commissioners presented alternatives to Idaho Power and addressed the concerns of agriculture land users.

Idaho Power was willing to listen to all concerns presented, but I felt the bottom line in their decision of the route chosen for the high-voltage transmission lines would be completely based on cost of installation, not taking into consideration the health and safety of the citizens of each the counties involved. Research has been done to support the concerns of many health related issues such as cancer, depression, leukemia, Lou Gehrig's disease and learning disabilities. I feel the financial burden on Cassia County of health-related problems resulting from residents living in close proximity to the lines and farm workers working under the lines would be a hardship on our county.

Since there are alternative routes in placing the high-voltage lines we need to stand united in persuading Idaho Power to place the lines outside of residential and agricultural areas and closer to BLM ground.
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